
Copyright and File Sharing 

 

To ensure that campus computing resources are being used reasonably, ethically and 

appropriately, the following guidelines have been implemented: 

 Unauthorized use of facilities, networks or passwords is prohibited; 

 Users must ensure the privacy and confidentiality of all files and programs; facilities 

should not be used to: install, run or copy software without a license to do so; create or 

install viruses; conduct commercial business; harass others; transmit offensive material; 

guess or decrypt passwords of others; deprive authorized users of access; secure a higher 

level of privilege than permitted by the College; change or delete another user’s files or 

software without her/his permission. 

 Users should not damage, change settings, reconfigure or create unnecessary traffic on 

College-owned hardware or software. 

 Please note that Residence Hall students may purchase network cards at the campus 

bookstore. Computer services staff will assist with installation. 

Email helpdesk@mtaloy.edu for assistance. 

 To help save space on the server, email messages will be purged after 180 days. 

 Students may also create personal web pages. This policy may be found on the portal 

page under documents, forms and policies. 

Mount Aloysius College recognizes and adheres to federal copyright laws regarding legal use, 

performance, and display of copyrighted works of others. The College expects all of its 

members, including faculty, staff, and students to obtain permission from copyright owners for 

uses protected by copyright law, except in instances where the use is deemed to be allowed under 

exemptions for academic institutions and libraries. 

Mount Aloysius College does not support any of its users illegally downloading, installing, or 

sharing copyrighted electronic works of others. Users who participate in such practice are subject 

to disciplinary action by the College including dismissal, in addition to civil and criminal 

penalties constituting fines and/or imprisonment. The College further implements measures to 

restrict access to copyrighted works used in the online classroom only to authorized students of a 

course. 

The College exercises its right to use copyrighted materials outlined in exemptions for fair use, 

face to face teaching, online teaching, and library circulation of materials. The College further 

educates its community of users on the legal and ethical uses of copyrighted information. 

Did you know that copyright infringement is against the law and by downloading music or 

videos you may be in violation of this law? “Intellectual property” or more in particular 

“copyright” covers most artistic works including, but not limited to: music, films, videos, and 

software. Title 17 of the United States Code recognizes that among other exclusive rights of the 

copyright holder of audio and visual works are the sole rights to reproduce, display, or perform 

their work. Furthermore, the Digital Millennium Copyright Act (DMCA) of 1998 sets forth 

higher penalties for copyright infringements performed via the Internet. 
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What you need to know when using the network and Internet at Mount Aloysius College 

As your Internet provider it is our obligation to inform you that illegal downloading of 

copyrighted material is not permitted. Network equipment is installed and in place in an effort to 

deter this type of downloading. While this technology is constantly changing, it is your 

responsibility to be sure that you are acting within the law. 

The College network alerts the IT staff of users that use excessive bandwidth. This may be 

further investigated and your access may be terminated until a determination can be made as to 

the activity taking place. In most situations such as this, computers are infected with viruses or 

trying to act as a server for distribution of illegal downloading. 

Peer-to-peer (P2P) programs such as LimeWire, BearShare, Bit Torrent, etc are file sharing 

programs that facilitate downloading of files. Be extremely cautious if you have any of these 

programs installed on your computer. These programs contribute to the spread of computer 

viruses and also may result in identity theft. That is to say that YOUR IDENTITY may be stolen 

by criminals using this software. 

All campus computing falls under the guidelines of the Computer Use Policy. Be sure to read 

and follow it. 

What are the consequences of downloading copyrighted files from the Internet? 

1.  

1. Potential lawsuits by recording companies and copyright holders such as the 

Recording Industry Association of America (RIAA). In a recent case of RIAA vs. 

Jammie Thomas, Ms. Thomas was fined $2 million dollars ($2,000,000). 

2. Your identity may be stolen. 

3. Viruses or worms can be introduced on your computers that use P2P programs. 

 Where can you find out more information about copyright and music downloading? 

 https://www.campusdownloading.com/ 

 https://www.copyright.gov/title17/ 

What legal sources are there for downloading files? 

Please note that using a legal service such as those provided below DOES NOT PROTECT you 

from being prosecuted for illegal downloading or uploading with another program. Always 

review the terms and conditions of any site you use to download files. 

 https://www.apple.com/itunes/ 

 https://www.amazon.com/music 

 https://www.musicmatch-10.com/ 

 https://www.napster.com/ 

 https://www.buymusic.com/ 
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